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SUMMARY

DAIRY CATTLE IN THE ARAB WORLD: STUDIES, RESULTS AND
GUIDELINE FOR FUTURE PLANS

* %k

The number of livestock in the Arab world reaches a total of
224 million heads, of which 36 million are cattle. The indigenous
cattle of the Arab countries are generally characterized by their
low milk and meat production, but are heat-tolerant as well as disease-
resistant. This low productivity of the indigenous cattle is gene-
rally due to the inadequate low-quality feed, animal diseases, poor

husbandry and lack of genetically improved animals.

To reduce the food gap in animal protein, most Arab countries
importéd exotic breed$S of cattle - mainly Freisians - as high pro-
ductive animals, both for milk and meat. Bulls of exotic breeds
were also used for upgrading indigenous cattle. :

Indigenous as well as imported exotic cattle breeds and their
crosses were evaluated according to production data. Great diffe-
rences were observed amongst indigenous breeds as well as between
indigenous and exotic breeds. The effect of crossbreeding was also
noted. Animal breeding policies and methods in the Arab states must
be set up for obtaining genetically improved animals. Animals of
good genetic make up push the owner to improve feed, husbandry and
health of animals, and consequently, sustain a good level of pro-
duction.
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